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Purpose of my talk tonight 

Introduce myself 

Quick background to my PhD project  

Progress to date & resources 

Community monitoring – would you like to 
be a citizen scientist? 



      A bit about myself.. 

 Project awarded to Eleanor Starkey 

 BSc Physical Geography 

 MSc Hydrology & Climate Change 

 Relevant work experience 
 

 PhD – research project for 3 years 

Water 
Resources 



My PhD research project 

 Funded by NERC and TRT 

 Focus on the Haltwhistle Burn 

 Contribute to CRF deliverables 

 Apply in other catchments Year 2 & 3 

“Community monitoring and modelling for catchment 
management and restoration within the UK” 

Artwork by Alex Hall 



“Community monitoring and modelling for catchment 
management and restoration within the UK” 

? 
Weather extremes 
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Catchment response 

? 

NEED 
EVIDENCE 

(data) “..in 2007, 
2012 & again 

2013..” 



“Community monitoring and modelling for catchment 
management and restoration within the UK” 

Investigate the potential for.. 

..to support catchment management & restoration 

 Community monitoring 
 Community modelling 



Fluker Post 
Project 

Examples of Citizen Science Projects.. 

Creek Watch 

CoCoRaHS 



“Community monitoring and modelling for catchment 
management and restoration within the UK” 

Catchment management & 
restoration 

Communication 
&  Knowledge 

transfer 

Community 
Monitoring 

Community 
Modelling 

Benefits of ‘citizen science’ 

 Technology 

 Involve anyone 

 Public engagement 

 Knowledge exchange 

 Learning experience 

 Simple & low-cost 

 Mass participation (lots of evidence!) 

 Feasible, innovative & sustainable 



Progress to date – Haltwhistle Burn Project 
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Progress to date – Haltwhistle Project 

Website:  http://research.ncl.ac.uk/haltwhistleburn/ 

http://research.ncl.ac.uk/haltwhistleburn/
http://research.ncl.ac.uk/haltwhistleburn/
http://research.ncl.ac.uk/haltwhistleburn/


Community monitoring – volunteer and 
become a citizen scientist 

 Community monitoring plan – introduce 27th Feb 2014 

 

 

 

 

 Monitor the whole catchment, as often as possible 

 All catchment issues & any interventions 

 Most valuable information – extreme events 

Who to target? 
Fixed local 

stakeholders 

Anyone / 

Public 

Committed, 

trained and 

permanent river 

watch group 

+ + 



Community monitoring – volunteer and 
become a citizen scientist 

 Examples of monitoring activities.. 



Next steps.. 

 Request for local knowledge - Informal discussions to follow 

 Sign up and become a citizen scientist / TRT volunteer 

 River Watch Group meeting Feb 27th 2014, 7pm. 

 Please keep in touch & spread the word! 

Email: eleanor.starkey@ncl.ac.uk  
Website: http://research.ncl.ac.uk/haltwhistleburn/ 
       Follow @HaltwhistleBurn 

THANK YOU! 


